
Rudolph H. Lahti, of Ashby
June 24, 1932 - February 3, 2026

Loving Husband, Father, Grandfather and Great Grandfather Rudolph H.
Lahti, 93, passed on to glory on Tuesday, February 3, 2026. 

He joins his wife Barbara in Heaven and leaves his daughter, Ingrid Sweeney
and her husband Scott, his son John Lahti and his wife Connie, all of Ashby;
two grandsons Matthew Sweeney and his wife Elizabeth and Great-Grandson
Leo Sweeney, who is on the way, of Newport, RI, and Jonathan Sweeney and
his fiancé’ Alexis Williams of Fitchburg; Rudolph was born in Ashby on June
24, 1932, the son of the late Harold F. and Meimi I (Anderson) Lahti. He
graduated from Ashby High School in 1950. 

Rudolph served his country enlisting in the US Navy in 1951 with active duty
until July 1955. During that time he served on the U.S.S Elokomin and through
his abilities was appointed by the Commanding Officer to Radioman Second
Class in May 1955. Rudolph earned the Good Conduct Medal in 1954 and
Navy Occupation Service Medal with Europe clasp. Rudolph further served
the Navy in the Ready Reserve from 1955 until honorably discharged in July
1959. While in Ready Reserve status, Rudolph attended Electronic Technician
School in Boston, MA from September 1955 through September 1956. These
learned skills served him well in his civilian career first with Fitchburg Paper,
NH Ball Bearing, and then with New England Telephone Company where he
was Electrical Installation Supervisor from May 1960 through May 1990. 



Rudolph was a lifelong member of Messiah Lutheran Church, where he
faithfully served as an Usher, Missions treasurer, Elder, Council member, and
a constant and steady support to the church and local community whenever
called upon. Rudolph also was a devoted husband, father (in-law) and
grandfather throughout his life, a testament to his selfless Christian values.
Rudolph also enjoyed running, skiing and cycling competitively, being a
member of the Finnish Ski Club, and the Floppenoffen Club. He competed in
the Boston Marathon, and numerous times in the Finlandia Ski Marathon.
Rudolph enjoyed dancing and performing with the Revontulet Finnish Folk
Dance group. He also enjoyed traveling with family to Florida, Finland and
Aruba. 

Rudolph was a kind, devoted and loving husband, father (in-law), grandfather
and dear friend to all who knew him. He will be dearly missed, However we
take comfort in God’s promises knowing that he is reunited with his wife
Barbara and that we will be reunited with him in heaven. 

Funeral services will be held 11 AM Wednesday, February 11, 2026 at
Messiah Lutheran Church, 750 Rindge Road, Fitchburg. Interment at
Glenwood Cemetery in the spring. 

Rudy’s family will receive relatives and friends at calling hours from 4- 7 PM
Tuesday, February 10, 2026 at the Anderson Funeral Home, 250 Main Street
(Rte 119) Townsend Center.



Cemetery Details

Glenwood Cemetery

763 Main Street
Ashby, MA 01431

Previous Events

Calling Hours

FEB 10. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

Anderson Funeral Home - Townsend
250 Main Street ~ Route 119
Townsend, MA 01469
(978) 597-2692

Funeral Service

FEB 11. 11:00 AM (ET)

Messiah Lutheran Church
750 Ringe Road
FITCHBURG, MA 01420
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Karen Maffei - February 11 at 10:16 AM

John and family so so sorry for your loss.

February 09 at 11:09 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Rudolph H. Lahti, of Ashby.

Burke J. - February 09 at 09:15 PM

Burke J. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Rudolph H. Lahti,
of Ashby.

Paula . - February 08 at 10:04 AM

Paula . planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Rudolph H. Lahti,
of Ashby.

https://www.andersonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.andersonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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February 07 at 09:04 AM

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Rudolph H. Lahti, of Ashby.

Linda Sallila - February 06 at 09:44 PM

Dear Rudy’s Family, my thoughts and prayers are with you during
this time of mourning. Rudy was always present and active at
church. He will be missed but we all know he believed in Jesus
Christ as his loving Savior. Rudy is not gone. He is home and you
will see him again. 
With deepest sympathy, 

 Linda Sallila

Bob MacDonald - February 06 at 02:23 PM

Rudy was one of the best Chistian men we've ever known! He was
always kind and considerate; he was especially nice to Bob after his
accident. 

 We are very sorry that, as much as we'd like to, we won't be able to
come to the funeral service at Messiah. Lori has a pre-op
appointment (knee replacement) at St. Vincent's that morning. But
please know that our thoughts and prayers are with the family! 

 With our love and condolences, 
 Bob and Lori

https://www.andersonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.andersonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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John Mossey - February 06 at 02:13 PM

so sorry for the lahti family john & ingrid your father was a wonderful
human 
being! in describing rudy i would say he did it his way! john/sheila
mossey..

February 06 at 08:57 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Rudolph H. Lahti, of Ashby.

Phil Alexander - February 05 at 04:47 PM

Cheryl and I love Rudy and remember him as one of the finest
Christian men that we had the joy of knowing in all the years of
Ministry. I look forward to seeing him again with the Lord in
Paradise. Well done "Rude One" . (My nickname for him)

https://www.andersonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.andersonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

