
Robert J. "Fitzi" Fitzpatrick
March 19, 1949 - October 16, 2022

LUNENBURG - Robert J. "Fitzi" Fitzpatrick, 73, of Lunenburg, MA passed
away on October 16 after a long illness. 

Bob was born on March 19, 1949 to James E. Fitzpatrick and R. Lorraine
(Flammia) Fitzpatrick in Winchester, MA. After graduating from Norwood High
School in 1967, he attended Stonehill College, receiving a B.A. in History, and
an M.Ed from Curry College. 

Bob began his teaching career in 1973 for the Norwood Public Schools in
Norwood, MA, teaching fifth grade at the F.A. Cleveland School, later joining
the staff at C.M. Callahan School. 

 

"Mr. Fitz" developed several programs during his teaching career for the
enrichment of his students including "See the Possibilities." During Women's
History Month, professional women from the area were invited to speak to the
fifth grade girls to relate their experiences regarding educational and career
choices. He worked for many years during the summer as a supervisor,
counselor, and tutor at the Norwood Recreation Department's Camp
Challenge program. In 1992, the Norfolk County Teachers' Association
honored him with the Teacher of the Year award. In November 1997, he
received the National Education Association Award at the NEA Student
Program Connections Conference held in Louisville, KY. Bob retired in 2009



after serving as principal for the F. A. Cleveland School. 
 

Bob believed strongly in giving back to the community, and served as a
member of the Board of Directors for the Norwood Basketball Association and
Norwood Little League, as well as a coach and referee. He was a proud
member of the Big Brother Association of Greater Boston for several years. 

Bob worked part time in the vitamin and herbal supplements department of
Whole Foods Market in Wellesley and Dedham for many years. After moving
to the Leominster area, he worked at Roots Natural Foods, sharing his
knowledge and expertise of vitamins and herbal supplements. 

Bob's passion for cars began when he was very young. He was a sports car
enthusiast, owning several classic cars during his lifetime. He enjoyed
reading, movies, music, and baseball. 

Bob was a loyal friend and devoted family man. He often expressed gratitude
for his beloved wife, son, daughter-in-law, and granddaughter, as well as the
admiration and respect he had for his brother and sister and nieces and
nephews. To all who knew Bob, he had a positive attitude and saw the good in
everyone, being first to offer help to anyone in need. Bob was kind, generous,
and had a lively sense of humor, always finding something to laugh about and
having a story to tell. He made the world a happier place. 

 

Bob is predeceased by his father. He is survived by his wife of 32 years,
Elaine; his son, John Palumbo; his daughter-in-law, Elizabeth, and
granddaughter, Evelyn; his mother, Lorraine Fitzpatrick of Winchester, MA and
Kennebunkport, ME; his brother, John Fitzpatrick of Brunswick, ME; and his
sister, Lanie Higgins of Winchester, MA and Centerville, MA; his nephews Jay
Higgins of Arlington, MA; John Fitzpatrick of Bangor, ME; Thomas Fitzpatrick
of Brunswick, ME; and Rhett Williams of Roxbury, VT, and his nieces Tricia



Schmidt of North Andover; Jennifer Fitzpatrick of Brunswick, ME; Jill Jacobs
of Freeport, ME; and Lynn Williams of Southborough, MA. 

Services are private. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Robert
J. Fitzpatrick Memorial Scholarship, c/o Norwood Scholarship Foundation
Dollars for Scholars, P.O. Box 112, Norwood, MA 02062, or
norwood.dollarsforscholars.org



Cemetery Details

North Cemetery

Holman St.
Lunenburg, MA 01462
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Stephen Hayes - March 20, 2023 at 03:47 AM

I was blessed to have met Bob at Stonehill. He was someone who
lit up the room when you were with him. He made us all laugh and
we all wished we could spend more time with him but he was a
precious natural a l resource we all had to share. I would sometimes
see him outside his family house in Norwoood on my way to work at
Polaroid. I would stop t o t a 'll and he would make me laugh for a
few minutes jets then the procession of cars would go by.All would
stop and yell Fitzi and the conversations would start. He was the the
precious commodity we a had to share LOVE. We all will miss you
forever.

Patty Adelmann - December 02, 2022 at 11:43 AM

Bobby was such a wonderful person. I still laugh at his story of
teaching his class the new number " bline". May his humor and
kindness live on. 
Patty Hand Adelmann

Rhett Williams - October 17, 2022 at 08:37 PM

It was impossible to hear Bob laugh and not smile. Even when he
was not well it was almost shocking to hear his laugh. The same
booming edict it had always been, spreading kindness, care, humor
and joy.
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Joe Sullo - October 19, 2022 at 05:17 PM

The memory comments made by Rhett Williams described Bob
PERFECTLY!

 In the last conversation I had with Bob, we reminisced about the
wonderful holiday gatherings with our parents, grandparents ,aunts and
uncles.

 He did make “ the world a happier place”
 God bless you. Rest In Peace.

 Joe Sullo


