TOWNSEND- John Francis Reilly, 73, of Townsend, passed away after a long
illness, Thursday evening, August 2, 2018 at his home, surrounded by his
family.

He was born in Fitchburg on September 18, 1944 a son of the late Thomas N.
and Evelyn (Christian) Reilly. He grew up and attended schools in Fitchburg
and has resided in Townsend for the past 43 years.

John served in the U.S. Navy from 1962 to 1965. He was honorably
discharged having attained the rank of Damage Controlman Petty Officer 3rd
Class, serving aboard the USS Foley & the USS Gearing, as well as
participating in the Bay of Pigs campaign.

Several years ago, John worked for the former Independent Lock before going
to work at the former Vogue Wallcovering where he retired as a supervisor in
2005 after many years of service.

John had an excellent work ethic and was a strong family man who adored his
children and grandchildren. His family wishes to extend a special thanks to Dr.

Shipen Li for his compassionate and warm hearted care.

John enjoyed hunting, woodworking, camping and vacationing on the Cape



spending many hours on the Canal watching the boats go by.

He is survived by his wife of 53 years, the love of his life, Natalie Susan
(Maffeo) Reilly of Townsend; daughter Melissa Wise and her husband Robert
of Leominster, daughter Jennifer Freitas of New Bedford and her son Ryan
Maki of North Kingston, RI, daughter Kathryn Vignola and her husband
Nathan of Leominster and their three children Vincent , Isabelle and John,
daughter Erin Irons and her husband Keith of Pepperell and their children
Lukas and his long-time girlfriend Alana Elliot of Ipswich, Jack, Trevor &
Emma of Pepperell, and his loyal dog, Buddy.

John is predeceased by brother, Patrick E. Reilly.

“They lived and laughed and loved and left, and the world will never be the
same. “ James Joyce

A private burial with full military honors will be held in the Massachusetts
Veterans Memorial Cemetery in Winchendon. There are no calling hours. The
T.J. Anderson & Son Funeral Home, 250 Main St., is assisting the family with
the funeral arrangements. For further information or to leave an online
condolence please visit their website at www.andersonfuneral.com



Tribute Wall

My condolences to you and your family.
Judy Smith Reid

Judy Reid - August 07, 2018 at 01:08 PM

Nat, Melissa, Jennifer, Katie, and Erin. | am so sorry for your loss.
Janet Fortunato - August 07, 2018 at 08:49 AM
Natalie, Melissa and Family, | am so sorry for your loss. My
thoughts and prayers are with you and your family. Hold your
memories close to your heart they will never be forgotten. All my
love. Amanda Simonds @
Amanda Simonds - August 07, 2018 at 05:00 AM
Love you John,it was great talking to you over the years,when ever
you had a sprinkler test at Vogue wallpaper,and these last few years
when uncle Don passed. Also at Pats Funeral an | remember your
1950 ford with the cut steering wheel and suiercide knob,love you a

lot UR N GODS HANDS. Amen.

Robert Lafountain - August 06, 2018 at 09:55 PM

You were all the love of John | am so sorry for your loss

kathleen vowles(Reilly) - August 06, 2018 at 08:07 PM



Natalie and family, so sorry to hear of John’s passing. Roger and
Rita Siciliano.

rita siciliano - August 06, 2018 at 06:36 PM

Natalie, Melissa, Katie and family | am sorry for your loss. My thoughts
and prayers are with you at this difficult time. J,
Pat Corriea

Pat Corriea - August 07, 2018 at 02:12 PM

|+.Daniel
Schrock Kate, and Melissa, | send my heatrtfelt condolences in the passing of
your beloved father who raised such a wonderful family.

Daniel Schrock - August 06, 2018 at 05:46 PM

To Nat, Melissa and family. | am so sorry for your loss. Lisa Girard

Lisa Girard - August 06, 2018 at 02:16 PM



