Donald H. Niles, of Fitchburg

March 5, 1946 - January 10, 2025

FITCHBURG — Donald H. Niles, 78, of Fitchburg, passed away on Friday,
January 10, 2025, at St. Vincent’s Hospital in Worcester.

Don was born in Sackville, New Brunswick, Canada, on March 5, 1946, the
oldest son of the late Henry W. and Bernice (Anderson) Niles. He had resided
in Fitchburg for over sixty years.

Don worked as a contractor salesman at Maki Home Center in Lunenburg for
45 years before retiring. Prior to that, he worked at the former Webber Lumber
Company.

Donnie was a passionate hockey player and referee. He played for many
years in several men’s leagues, including the Bud Light Old Knights. A 1965
graduate of Fitchburg High School, Donnie served as captain of the hockey
team. He was also the only NIHOA (National Ice Hockey Officials Association)
referee from the Fitchburg/Gardner area for many years, known for his
common-sense approach and great feel for the game. Donnie was a member
of the South Fitchburg Social Club and an avid fan of the Boston Bruins and
New England Patriots. He enjoyed golfing at the Monoosnock Country Club,
traveling to visit family, and playing hockey in Canada. Donnie also cherished
yearly trips to Florida with his wife, Gail, and friends.



Don is survived by his wife of 56 years, Gail P. (Farineau) Niles; two
daughters, Lauri A. Dall’Oglio (Marcos) of Gardner and Robin M. Niles of
Fitchburg; one brother, Gary Niles (Kathy) of Winchendon; two sisters,
Charlene Wolfe (David) of North Carolina and Kimberly Jeffrey (Dan) of South
Carolina; his sister-in-law, Katherine Niles of Georgia; three grandchildren,
Karrysa Waaramaa, Jacquelynn Niles, and Madolyn Niles-Carlson; and two
great-grandchildren, Harper Waaramaa and Lucien St. Jean. He is also
survived by his in-laws, Robert Farineau, Paul Farineau (Jeanne), and Debra
Fillebrown (Robert), all of Florida. Donnie leaves many nieces, nephews, and
cousins in both the U.S. and Canada.

Don was predeceased by his parents; his brother, Douglas Niles of Georgia;
and his sister-in-law, Pauline (Polly) Farineau of Florida.

Don's family will receive family and friends at calling hours from 4-7 PM
Thursday, June 19, 2025 at the Isabelle & Anderson Funeral Home, 316
Clarendon St., Fitchburg. His funeral service will be held 10 AM Friday, June
20, in the funeral home.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Parkinson’s Foundation. http
s://lwww.parkinson.org/how-to-help/more-ways-to-give



Cemetery Details

Forest Hill Cemetery

Mt. Elam Rd.
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Previous Events

Calling Hours

JUN 19. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

Isabelle & Anderson Funeral Home
316 Clarendon Street

fitchburg, MA 01420
brian@andersonfuneral.com


mailto:brian@andersonfuneral.com

Tribute Wall

| remember Donnie from our Sackville Days Hockey Baseball etc a
good athlete and friend who | never forgot. Regards don hicks

Don Hicks - June 09 at 08:44 AM

So sorry to learn if your brother’s passing. Heartfelt condolences.

Carolyn Palo - June 21, 2025 at 12:48 PM

1 file added to the album Donald Niles

Anderson funeral home - June 19, 2025 at 12:33 PM

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Donald H. Niles, of Fitchburg.

June 13, 2025 at 03:52 PM

So very sorry to hear this. Sending love and prayers to you all.
Love, Mary Crowley, John and Linda Lagoy @ J,

Linda Lagoy - January 17, 2025 at 08:01 AM


https://www.andersonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.andersonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Gail, | am so sorry to hear of Donnie’s "

passing.

He was such a great mentor to me all the |

years | worked at Maki’s. | am sending you “
and your family healing thoughts and prayers.

Rest easy Donnie. Your friend, Brenda :(

Brenda Hancock - January 14, 2025 at 05:28 PM

Gail,

So sorry to learn of Don's passing ... he was a great and true friend.
| have many fond memories of Donnie and | as we "grew up”
together in the "hood" of South Fitchburg. Many laughs and good
times.

Our sincere condolences to you and your entire family .... our
thoughts and prayer are with you all.

Love,
Carol Ann & Bill Jeffrey

william jeffrey - January 14, 2025 at 10:39 AM

Gail, My Deepest Sympathy to you & your family on Donnie passing

5

Sarah Bergeron - January 14, 2025 at 06:40 AM

Gail, sorry for your loss of Donnie , many good memories of working
and having a beer with him at the Club ! Dan Kelly

Dan Kelly - January 13, 2025 at 09:32 PM



Thoughts and prayers are with the family

Tom Jeffrey and family - January 13, 2025 at 09:20 PM

Prayers for all the family! 1

Ann Millwood - January 13, 2025 at 08:16 PM



