
Al Stone
March 25, 1928 - December 12, 2023

GROTON: Albert Stone - a respected visionary and cherished leader within
his community and beyond - died peacefully in his home in Groton,
Massachusetts on December 12, 2023. He was surrounded and comforted by
his devoted family at his passing. His beloved wife of 62 years, Elizabeth
(Rice) Stone, preceded him in death in 2015. 

 

Al was born in Haverhill, Massachusetts on March 25, 1928, the son of Saul
and Margaret (Greaney) Stone. He was raised in Haverhill, where he was a
1946 graduate of Haverhill High School. He continued his education at Colby
College in Waterville, Maine, and later received a Masters in Business
Administration from the Harvard University School of Business. 

 

In 1956, after serving for three years in the U.S. Navy, Al joined his father,
Saul, and uncle, Edward, at Sterilite Corporation, a housewares
manufacturing company based in Townsend, Massachusetts. In the course of
a career that spanned 67 years, he led Sterilite’s growth from a small regional
operation to the largest plastic housewares manufacturer in the nation.
Throughout this period, he unfailingly credited the hard work and dedication of
the many Sterilite employees who were instrumental to the company’s growth
and success. He maintained a tremendous work ethic for his entire life, and



found great satisfaction in working alongside his two sons in leading the family
business. 

 

Al had an adventurous spirit and enjoyed a variety of pursuits, including:
sailing, fly fishing, horseback riding, gardening, woodworking, and travel. In
addition, he found pleasure in raising animals and undertaking numerous
projects on his farm in Groton. Completing these tasks was very much a
family endeavor, and through them he instilled in his children and
grandchildren the value of hard work and stewardship. 

 

He was perhaps best known for his service and commitment to numerous
educational, cultural, and social institutions throughout the region. He held
positions of leadership on the boards of many local non-profit organizations,
including: Applewild School, Lawrence Academy, the Community Foundation
of North Central Massachusetts, the Nashua River Watershed Association,
and Nashoba Community Hospital. Through these roles, he sought to
strengthen each organization’s reach and effectiveness in carrying out its
mission. In sharing his deep understanding of disciplined planning and sound
operation, he had a profound impact on his community and the future of these
vital institutions. 

 

Al was deeply committed to improving the lives of others, and his generosity
was felt widely. His philanthropy positively affected a broad swath of the
population and created shared spaces that have strengthened the fabric of
community. Some of his most notable philanthropic contributions include the
funding and construction of Groton Hill Music Center, the Townsend Library
and Senior Center, the Center Fire House in Townsend, the Sizer School in
Fitchburg, and the Boys and Girls Club of Fitchburg and Leominster. He was



especially dedicated to the education of young people and to creating
opportunities for them to grow and lead fulfilling lives. 

 

Many in his circle of family and friends were the lucky recipients of his letters,
thank you notes, and cards. While he was known for his economy with words,
his messages were heartfelt and revealed the care and appreciation he felt for
those in his orbit. These messages provided treasured glimpses of what truly
mattered to him. 

 

Al is survived by his five children, Susan Titterton and her husband Bob
Titterton of Morrisville VT, Karen Stone and her husband David Schulz of
Mystic CT, David Stone and his wife Pam Stone of Groton MA, Steven Stone
and his wife Jennifer Stone of Concord MA, and Debbie MacDonald and her
husband Scott MacDonald of Groton MA, fourteen grandchildren and ten
great grandchildren. 

 

He was predeceased by his brother, Conrad Stone, of Chelmsford MA. 
 

A Celebration of Al’s Life will be held at 1 pm on Sunday, March 24, 2024 at
Groton Hill Music Center, 122 Old Ayer Road, Groton MA. https://grotonhill.or
g/celebration-of-life/ 

 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Albert Stone
Memorial Fund at the Community Foundation of North Central Massachusetts,
or online at https://cfncm.org/donate-now/albert-stone-memorial-fund. 

 



The Anderson Funeral Home at 25 Fitchburg Road in Ayer, MA is assisting
the family with arrangements.
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Celebration of Life

MAR 24. 1:00 PM (ET)

Groton Hill Music Center
122 Old Ayer Road
Groton, MA 01450
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Josh Brianas - December 22, 2023 at 02:07 PM

Al was always a friendly and fair person in my experiences working
for him over the years I'm happy to have known him in this small
way, and he truly was an unsung generous pilar of our community.
may he rest in peace and his memory live on as example to others
forever.

john breen - December 21, 2023 at 05:21 PM

Mr Stone was the most generous,thoughtful person I have ever met
and worked for ... 
It was a pleasure to have been in his circle of quality contractors
and friends. May he rest in peace. John Breen

Migdalia Velez - December 20, 2023 at 02:31 PM

The Spanish American Center's Board of Directors would like to
express their condolences to the family of the late Mr. Al Stone. We
thank Him for his generosity, and his commitment to serving those
in need. Mr. Stone will be truly missed! 

  
Migdalia Velez 

 President 
 Spanish American Board of Directors

Lili Dwight - December 19, 2023 at 05:48 PM

His passing leaves an enormous void in the world, but the values
that he and Betty instilled in their children live on.
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Jeffrey Boutwell - December 18, 2023 at 10:20 AM

I first met Al in the early 1990s while serving on the board of the
Groton Public Library, and well remember his warmth and
generosity. As a family member of George S. Boutwell, who helped
found the Library in 1854 and contributed so much to many other
Groton activities, it's nice to see the direct line of town support
extending from Al back some 200 years. Jeffrey Boutwell

James H Smith Jr - December 18, 2023 at 09:27 AM

I met Al Stone through my wife and her family, as he was known to
them as Uncle Al. He took loving care of all of us, and we will miss
him dearly. My prayers go out to his family and friends.

Dan keister - December 15, 2023 at 03:49 PM

I got to meet Mr Stone at the open house at Sterlite in Davenport Ia
this past year when he came by in his golf cart and complimented
me on the job I was doing. I want to Extend my condolences to his
family for their loss Rip Mr Stone

Gerard and Karen Cormier - December 15, 2023 at 03:29 PM

Al Stone was the most generous man I have ever met. His giving to
the community is unparalleled and will forever be an example of true
giving. I will miss his smile, and witty comebacks. I am sure he
heard the words "Well done, my good and faithful servant."
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Ellen and John Blackwell - December 15, 2023 at 09:04 AM

Al and Betty were truly a wonderful couple whose wealth was
distributed to many. We will truly miss him and his beautiful smile.

Matthew Chapman - December 14, 2023 at 03:30 PM

I’m sorry for you loss, May he rest in eternal peace.

Jeremy St Martin - December 14, 2023 at 12:34 PM

I will never forget how he helped put some roofs on some buildings
for my friends and Uganda and helped two towns get wells as well.
He was also just a friend. I loved seeing him doing his shopping in
the supermarket.


